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Bangladesh imposes curfew, deploys army
as job quota protests continue

The curfew comes amid a telecommunications blackout that has left the
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Protesters clash with members of the Border Guard Bangladesh and police outside state-owned Bangladesh Television in
Dhaka on July 19, 2024, after violence erupted across the country during anti-job quota protests by students [Mehammad
Ponir Hossain/Reuters]
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Bangladesh has announced the imposition of a curfew and the deployment of military
forces after davs of clashes at protests against government job quotas across the

country.

“The government has decided to impose a curfew and deploy the military in aid of the
civilian authorities,” Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's press secretary Nayeemul Islam
Khan, told the news agency AFP, adding that the curfew would take immediate effect.

RECOMMENDED STORIES
= Bangladesh protest met with violence, communications cut off

= Kenya airport workers strike over takeover bid by India’s Adani Group
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= What's behind Bangladesh’s violent quota protests?

Police in the capital, Dhaka, earlier banned all public gatherings for the day — a first
since protests began — to forestall more violence.

However, that did not stop another round of confrontations between police and pro-
testers around the sprawling city of 20 million people despite an internet shutdown
aimed at frustrating the organisation of rallies.
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Al Jazeera’s Tanvir Chowdhury, reporting from Dhaka, said the introduction of the cur-
few, which began at midnight (18:00 GMT on Friday) will only add to the public’s con-
fusion and a sense of unrest in the country.
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“People weren't able to go out the last two days because of the shutdown. Now you have
a curfew, and the internet has been completely shut down since early vesterday
[Thursday] evening,” he said.

Chowdhury said the government hopes to keep “students and the public off the street”
with the curfew because it senses it is losing control of the protests.

He added that the protesters appeared to be in “no mood for compromise” while the
government is “increasingly losing control of the situation on the street despite using

paramilitary forces and police”.

The student protests erupted after the High Court on June 5 ordered the reinstatement
of a 30 percent reservation of government jobs for children of veterans who partici-
pated in the country’s liberation movement in 1971.

PROTESTS

Bangladesh's job quota system

Bangladesh's quota system reserves more than half of well-paid civil service posts
for specific groups, including children of fighters in the country's 1971 war of
independence from Pakistan, totalling hundreds of thousands of government jobs.
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Violent eonfrontations broke out on Monday after student protesters were attacked by
activists of the Bangladesh Chhatra League, the student wing of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina’s Awami League party.

On Thursday, thousands of students clashed with armed police in Dhaka. At least 11
people were killed, including a bus driver and a student, police sources told Al Jazeera.

It was not immediately clear if there were deaths at the protests on Friday.
Bangladesh’s Independent Television channel reported 17 more deaths on Friday.
Somoy TV reported that 30 people were killed. Al Jazeera has not been able to inde-
pendently verify these numbers.
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The government has shut down all public and private universities and sent security
forces onto campuses. It said it is willing to meet student leaders.

Demonstrators said they want accountability for the killings before they discuss a pos-
sible compromise with the government.
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